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DOWN TO WIRE FOR NEW YEAR'S

By AMY SACKS DAILY NEWS WRITER

How many electricians does it take to screw in Times Square lightbulbs?
If it's for Dec. 31, no fewer than six.

The 1,070-pound Waterford crystal ball that will be the focus of New Year's Eve
features 696 white and colored lights and 96 strobes - each of which is meticulously
screwed in by hand over five days.

"This is the highlight of my year,” said Karl Kowalzik, one of six electricians
tightening bulbs on the roof of 1 Times Square yesterday. "You're building something
the whole world is going to look at.”

The shimmering, geodesic sphere, built four years ago for $1 million, also includes
504 crystal triangles - 72 with the new Hope for Unity design.

The assembly process began Dec. 26, when workers removed the fragile pieces of
the ball from a basement vault, said Kowalzik, project manager for Landmark Signs
& Electric.

At 6:02 p.m. Wednesday, the ball that made its debut at the millennium celebration
on New Year's Eve 1999 will begin its climb up the 77-foot pole.

One minute before midnight, rescued Iraqgi prisoner of war Spec. Shoshana Johnson
will push the button that will start the shimmering sphere's 60-second descent into
2004.

Johnson was chosen to bring in the New Year in honor of all the men and women of
the armed services, said Tim Tompkins, president of the Times Square Business
Improvement District.

"No matter how you feel about the war, there's no disputing the need to express
support for those who have been called to service," Tompkins said.

The Waterford crystal ball is the centerpiece of the city's 99th New Year's Eve
celebration that also will feature singer Cyndi Lauper.

Yesterday in Times Square, visitors said they refused to let the nation's heightened
Code Orange alert wreck a day of sightseeing and shopping.

"It made me think twice, but we decided we had to go on with our life," said Kevin
Tooley, of Syracuse, who traveled to the city with his daughter Amy.






